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Preached tothe HONOURABLE 


CONVENTION. 


- Of the 
'GOUVERNOUR, Council, and Repreſentatives. 
of the Maff«chuſer-Colony in New-England z 
rrp on May 23. 168g. | 
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"By COTTON MATHER, 


BY I. On" 


fer. 23: 28. 
He that bath My Word, Let bim ſpeak, © 
ſpeak, My Word faithfully. 
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A Propheſy in the Divine Herbert's © 
_Church- Militant, | 


R Eligion ſtands on Tip-toe in our Land, 
Ready tO paſs to the American-Strand. - | 
When height of Malice and prodigious Luſts, 
Fmpudent Sipning ; Witchcrafts and Diſtruſts; 
( The matks of tur e Bane ) ſhall fil our cup | 
Unto the Brim, and make our meaſure vp 


--- Then ſhall Religion to America flee 
They have their Times of Gefpel, even as we. 
-= Yet as the;Church ſhall thithes weſtward fly, 
50 Szn ſhall Trace and Dog ker Inhantly. 


a Two Cots fo Gw 


The Preface, 


i F 


T' Occaſion which firſt produced the fols 
lowing Sermon, 'cannot be expreſſed in 
. - better Terms, than thoſe which were 
aſed by the Worthy Gentlemen that werd 
he Conſervators'of our peace, in their humble 
Adareſs to Their. Majeſties, bearing Dateg May 
20t9 1689. Wherein among other things they ſays 
I ---- Your three ſever?! Princely Declaratis 
ons, Encouraging the Engliſh Nation, to caſt 
oft the. Yoke of a Tyrannical- and Arbitrary 
| Power, which et that time they were held un 
| der,-have occurred unto the View and Conſi- 
deration of the people in this Countrey, be= 
Þ mg themſelves under alike ( if not worſe ). 
evil and unhappy Circum{tances- with their 
Brethren in Erpland; Firſt by being un4 
| rightcoufly deprived of their Charter-Go- 
verfiment, & Priviledges, without, any Hears, 
{ Itfg'or-Tryal, and under utter impoſſibllities 
of having Notice of any Writt ſerved upon. 
them 5 and then followed with the Exerciſe 
1 of an illegal and Arbitrary power over them, 
| which bad almoſt ruined a Jate — 
{ Cobntrey, and was become very grievous 
| ittolcrable/;. - beſides, the- groyring-miſeries} 
1+ hl A 2 and 
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and daily fears of atoral Subverſion, by ere 
mies at home, and Invaſion by forreign force 
the people. thereby excited, to imitate fo no- 
ble and heroic an Exemple, being ſtrongly 
and unanimouſ]y fpirited, to intend:their own 
fGfegoard and Defence, reſolved to ſrexe up» 
on-and ſecure ſome of the principal perſons 
concerned, and moſt aCtive in the il} manage- 
ment of . the illegal and arbitrary Govern- 
ment, ſet over them by Commiſſion. 'Aceor« 
dingly upon-the eighteenth day of April laſt 
paſt, aroſe as one-man, fiezed ypon Sr. K. Ars 
&r0s the late Governour, and other of the-e- 
yil-ioſtruments, and have ſecured them for 
what Juſtice, Order from your Majeſties ſhall 
Qireft. --- Thus that Addreſs, tes 

-; Upan the late Revolutions . thus deſrribed, tu= 
ſued various debates about the further Steps thay 
were necdful to be taken for the ſervice of Their 
Adajefties and this affliticd Conmirey,, Which De+ 
bates. quickly i{/ed in the Return of our Governs 
ent into the Hangs of our Ancient Magiſtrates y 
wbo wich the Repreſentatives or- Veputies..of 
the [everal Town; ju the Colony made ' another 


Maareſs unto Their Majeſties, bearing dates 


June 6.. 1689. in which Addreſs there were 
theſe Words, 


-- ---- « Finding 2n Abſplute Neceſlity of Civil 


-SGovernment, the People: generally manifeſt- | 


| K tis Peper aud Jmportupity once and &- 
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4, _ The Preface: + 
gain, That the Governour, Deputy Govergs. 
oor and Aſſiſtants, choſen and ſworn in May 
r686. according to Charter & Court as then 
formed, would aſſume the Government ; ---» 

-=- the {4id Governour, Deputy-Governourz 
and Affiltents, then Reſident in the Colony, 
did Conſent to accept. the preſent Care 'and 
Government of this people, * according to the 
Rules of the Charter, for the preſervation of 
the Peace and common ſafety, and the put» 
ting. forth furrher Ads of Authority, ' upon 
Emergencies: until by Direction from Eng 
land, there ſhould he an orderly Settlement; 
which we hope will Reſtore us ta the full Ex- 
erciſe thereof, as formerly ; notwithſtanding 


| we have, for fome time, been moſt unrigh-e 


tcouſly, and injuriouſly deprived of ir. | 
«* That Royal Charter being the fole Induce- 
ment and Encouragement unte our Fathers 
and predeceſſors, to come over into this Wit 
derneſs, and to plant the fame at their own 
Coft and Charge. ER 
In Anſwer to this Addreſs, His Majeſty in 4 


,moft gracious Letter, bearing Date the 12th of. 


Auguſt 168g. unto the Government bert, uſe 
cheſs Expreſſions, | 


:.- Whereas you glve Us to underſtand, that 


you have taken upon.you the preſent care 


-theGoverament, unil- you ſhould-receive Qur 


2 | eger therein, We do hereby Anthorize and 
"4 og. 


" MI VI. 


1he Prefaces 


Empower you to Continue in Our -Narme.., 
Your Care in the Adminiſtration thereof, and. 
Preſervation of the Peace, until We ſhall have 

taken fuch Reſolutions, and given ſuch Dl1-. 
retions for the more orderly Settlement of 
the ſaid Government, as ſhall moſt conduce 
to Our Service, and the'Security and Satiſ- 
faftion of Our Subjetts within that Our 
Colony. EL wy” | 

Jt was in the time of our preateſt Heats and 
Straits, ana at 4 time appointed for a General 
Afﬀtmbly of this great Colony, that the enſuting 
Sermon was expettcd from me. Through the 
Grace of God, the Sermon Then was 1t altos 
gether unacceptable ty ſome who' deſired the Pub= 
fication of it. But 4 gave 10: ny full Conſent 
anto thiir Defire, until row, they bad an Op-, 
portunity { with their Renewed Importunity ) 10 

Join 1t with another Diſcourſe which they have ob« 
zaincd from me; and tho the little Differen- 
ces which were «ning us, when the Sermon was 
preached, are now ſ welt Compoſed, yet T flatter | 
any jo!f with an opinion, that the things here ijn- 
. filted on, wil not, ſhould not be judg'd Unſea- 
| ſonable. ; 

' Tconjifs it 1s a very Bold thing, for one every 
way fo mean 4s my ſelf, to Addreſs the whole 
Countrey in ſuch 2 manner as here I do; but, 
- crimen erit, crimen Amos erit; and if 
the general Diſpoſitions of the year will uot cx-. 


_ + % 


+ 


enfe a Breach of Order in me, I have but one 
thing more 10,0ffer by way of Satisfattion for #* 
There was once a people in the world, 'with whors 
it was a Cuſtome, , ſhat when;men would Conci= 
liate the Favour of the Ruler, they were to pre- 
fent hrs. own Sor before kim, - as a Sight» whiey 
Weld fpeak; mart than any Advocate. Inſteaf 
thereof, that 1 may not want the Favour of my 
Countrey, how blameable forever they may count 
my freedome with them, I " only preſent thens 
= my own Father ; whoſe cheerful Enconrger 
with an hazardous Voyage unto a firatge Latd, 
and with innumerable Difficulties and I emptatio 
ons there, for no other Cauſe, than that he 
amght Speak FOR them, has at leaſt merited 4 
Partton for Mee, with whom he has for near” two 
years now left both his Charch- and Family," if 7 
have tranſarcfſed by taking «< Liberty of Speak= 
ing T.Q them at the ſame time, the things which 
May promote our Enjoyment of the Divine Pre- + 
fence with us. Now, may Salvation be nigh 
unto us, and Glory Intl in Our Land! 


Cotton Mather, 
' 
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k i the Word of the Eternal GOD 


in 11. Chron, XY. 2. 


"Hear ye me, Aſa, and all Judah, . and 
Benjamin: _ the Lord & with you while 
Jos are with Him. 


* is 2 PSY Occafion which hay 
E \ brought theſe Words to be the Sub- 


Was Bw more a Remarkable Occaſion” which 
theſe Words were firſt uttered upon. We 
+ find them in the Sacred Book of Chronicles, 
=. which Chronicles are notthe Civil Records, in 
-- other ' parts of the Bible” refer'd unto; "but 


the Line of Chriſt and the Church of God for 


JI 


i Ject of our preſent Meditations; but ig 


| an inſpired Hiſtory of things that concerned * 


"On Pr, I > 4H eo 


| ds Aggored. 0 more-. than Three Thouſand: 


> a 


Vw pu 45 * 0 ad 


— 
Fas) 


= <3 7p 


Ny 


The way to Proſperity. S 

- + years-' It ſeems as an Epitome of the Whole, - 

( for iſo tis in Jerom's Language ) to be. writ- 

; , ten-as late as the Laſt of all the Books in the 

. } Qld Teſtament ; and the Hebrew Bibles give 

* | It a place accordingly. The Greeks chaoſe 

 toentitle it, The 5ook of things ( elſe where } 
paſſed by; becauſe, as Lyra notes, according ta 

- . the Rule of our Saviour, /t gathers Frag- + 
ments that nothing may be loſt, and if there 

. were nothing elſe but the Story which affords 
our Text unto us, to juſtifie that Appellation, 
it were enough ; 'tis a Story p«ſſed by in the 

* Book of K ings; but worthy to be bad i» te 

. verlaſting Remembrance. 

The ready Pen of Exr« ( for him we cone 
jefture to be the Scribe of the Holy Spirit 
here, notwithſtanding thoſe. few Clauſes 
which may be judged to be added by another 

' hand after his Deceaſe, I fay the Pen of Ez- 


74 )is here informing us, That (2 ke | 


of God had newly been invaded hy a valt -Ar- 
my-of Caſhites; but we are yet at alofs who - 
theſe Cuſhites were? . Far more Scbolars in 
the:World, than there were Soulajers in that .. 
. Army have hitherto been content with our _ 
Tranſlation, which renders them Ethiopians ... +: 
| + here. Bat that learned French-man Bochart,. . : 
\ by whoſe happy induſtry, more than any - 
man's, the Treaſures in the Bowels of the. -; 


vcriptyres hays been Qelv'd into, has with by: 


A The way to Profperity; 
Irrefragable'Dcmonſtration prov'd, T hat not 
Ethiopians bur Arabians are the Cufhites men 
tioned in the Oracles of God. Thele Ara- 
bizns, tho they have not been called Saracens 
( 35 has'bcen rhonght ) from their word Sa- 
ak, that ſignifies, to Steal; yet for their Fu. 
racings Tachinations, they well deſerved-ſuch 
an Etymology ; © they were a wild fort of 


men, that liv much upon the Rapin and 


Ruin o their Neighbours; and particularly; - 


a Million of them now defigned Jeruſalem for 
a prey. The Blciled God gave His peo- 
ple a notable victory over theſe Invaders, 
and they were now returning from Gerar ( a 
place between thirty and forty miles off ) un- 
ro Jeruſaicr, The Holy Spirit of God exci- 
ted and inclined a Prophet whoſe Name was 
Az:riab, to cntertain them with a faithful & 
ſolid Sermon herenpon 3; and in my Text 
you have the Sum and Subſtance of it. 
We may oblerve, 

| Firſt, The Preface of it ; and that 1s 
yery awſul and earneſt : Hear ye me Aſa, and 
all Judah, aid Benjamin.” ' As he was proba- 


bly none of the preateſt, ſo tis hke he was ' 


none of the 01d:/t'men'; ' for it Teems by the 


pighth verſe, that his Farther was yet aiive, & | 
prefent at this time, Yet bcing to ſped In | 


the Name of the great and cternal God ,' he 
$xpe8t5, þe Jemanty the attention of. the 
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whole Army to him. 

Secondly, the: Deſign of it ; and that i 's, to 
{decclare both'the Rije and V/e' of their late 
Proſperity. 1 be Lord s . with you,. while you 
fyous are wito Him; or as the Vulgar Latin has 


fit, Inaſmuch as you þave been with kim. W hat 


follows, 1s but an Explication, and Ampli- 


; fication'of t4#, He ſaw they were taken up 


with various Bulineſles and Contrivances ; 


. they had their Enemies under Hatches, and 


their minds were full of Thoughts and Cares, 
What to do next? But he cails them off to «c- 


13 knowledge the Preſence of God, as the cauſe of 


; their coming off ſo well in their late Aion, 
' ahd avove all things toobrain & ſecure the preſence | 
of God. that they might come off as wel}, in 
in their future Enterpriſes. 
I am therefore to call for your Attention 
' unto this Faithful Saying. 
'DOCT. That The GOD of Heaven will be 


"with 4 people while they are with Him, 


'Tis by the enſuing Propoſitions, that the 
E-xplication of this Truth ſhall be endeavorred. 
PROPOSITION. TI. 

It is the 7zterejff, and ſhould be the Deſire, - 


| of Every people to have the God of Heaven 
With them. But we are to enquire, , 


What % "ry in that prelfnce of GOD,, 


Co Os 9s n—op— mn 
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hk: Þ$.. The way to » Proſperity: | 
" For. Anſwer to this; There is a Threefold | 1n 
| rh of God, mentioned in the Scriprars | Ve 
rat m 
Shy Gofl is Naturally preſent with. all Cres- | P 
tures. He is an Immerſe Being, and no Creas | tl 
ture can be without him. . The Apoſtle thus 
argued in the Court at Athens,” in Att, i7. G 
27. God « not far from every ont of us. No, # 
He is near ps all, He is with us all. And Pan 71 
could have had the Gentiles themſelves con- | t] 
feſling it; for beſides what their Seneca did | Þ 
own, --One of their own Poets had ſaid, Jovie , 4 
k 

1 

, 

] 

[ 

j 
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emnia plena. It is the Speech of our God, in 
Yer. 23-: 24.  "D8 not I fill Heaven and Earth, | 
ſaith the Lord? Yea, That Hedo's. The 
Jews call God by the Name of AMakom, or of | 
* Place,: becauſe all things are in Him 3 this 
is His Name'in the Book of Eſther, if [ mife 
Take itnot- Whether we'may-count it pro- 
per and phyſical to ſpeak of an [maginary, {ne | 
Puire ſpace; beyond the utmoſt Selvige of the 2: 
-world, -repleniſhed with.our. God. alone. yer 
we-are ſure that the Heaven of Heavens gives + 
nv: limits unto His Being; - and the Ancients + 
-were not miſtaken when they. faid, Des. Ipſe 
. $1. ct /undns et Locus et Omnia. -. We catt- 
% pbr 'o well ſay, That God is in the World, ag 
G we may ſay, The whole World i is-in God; & ' 
"we may ay with:the Pſal le Pal.” 139. 


S. Woe ſhall 1 fire from thy _—_ ?. 
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The way to Proſperitye i 
Secondly, God is Glorio»fly. preſent with the 
Inhabitants of the Third Heaven." The Hea- 


yen of Heavens hath in it moſt intimate- ang 
' marvellous manifeſtations of God. -.It is'the 


' Place, of which we may ſay, as tis faid of 


that State, in Rev. 21. 23. be glory of God 
aoth lighten it. There the blefied ones have 
God with them, 10 that they Alwayes behold 
His face; and they are ſatufed with Hu likes 
mſs for ever. When we come to Heaven, 
then as in 1. Thef. . 4. 17- We ſhalt ever be 
with the Lord. So the Lord will be with us 


; forever. Heaven is the Throne of the Moſt 


High ; He is there as a Prince in his Thrones 


+ the Great KING is in a manner very incffa- 


ble reſiding there. To be there, is called in 


, 2. Cor. 5- 4. A being preſent with the Lord. 


Hence unto the Heaver, and not unto a Bis 
ble, are we direfted to make our Corporal Ap- 
plications i in our Prayers, or our Oathes before 


the Lord. 


"But Thirdly, - God is Gracjouſly.preſent with 
His people, by being Favourable unto them. 


And this Gracions _ of God is that 


which a gn ought to be concerned for. 
It lies in The Engegement of Divine Providence 
for the Welfare of ſo F=a 4 people. _ 1s ons 
us when God is for-us. 

To particularize, 


Wag == wich 3 prople by ng 


a 


* _ Thi way to Profiiig? 
of ther, When 1/racl was'to paſs thro' the 
Wilderneſs, they had that encouragement, 


In Exod. 22. 15. The preſenceof God gotng with | 


them. What was that * Why, They had 
a clondy ftery Pifar miraculoufly Leatling of 


them cevery ſtep of the way ;- There was 4 | 


wonderfull Pillar which was a Cloud by day; 
anda Fire by night; the Lower part of which 
reitcd on the Tabernacle, while the Upper 
Part was to be ſeen by the whole Congregatis 
on : the Motions of this being managed by 
the Miniſtry of Angels, 'now_God was with 


them, and He led them forth by the r1nht Way, ( 


X pcople are'6ften brought into a Wilders 


neſs of Difficulties and Emergencies : but if | 


God be with them, He guides them to a good 


Hſne of them all. The Preſerct of God aps 


pears in His Directing and Inclining of a peos 
ple to ſuch Aftions, as may be for Hi Ho- 
nour and their Safcty, - and fuch AMerbods, as 
may extricate. them out of all Diſtreſſes 4 
When God'is with a people, He ſhapes their 
Counſels for them, and he <ſpoſes them to 
the Things that ſhould be done. He ſypplies 
them with' Apprehenſions beyond: the Reach 
and Verge of their own Wiſdome; 'and He 
Eiyes before them 1nvicarions,. and © Provocati- 
05, Which as it were puſh them into rhe' way 
wherein they ſhould go, When the Jews. were 
Þpoti a Ke<Hſkmprion of the-deltcable things 
_—— "FEY wiuch 
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, tkry the Voters, I will be with thee, and thro 


The 'way to Pro Perity. 


\hich the Babylonians had deprived” em of 5 
Airs took a Right Way to dit appoint all that 
2 \were defirous to interropt them i in it. We 


'find 1 in Neh. 4: 13. That While thoſe Exer- 
* riſes cofirinned, they waitrd in a poſture a« 


grecabis therennto 3 and when the danger 
' was over, ren they retiivned wa « one ro bis 


work, How came this to _ "Twas bes 
canſe GOD was ith then 

Secondly, God is with a Pedple, by Proteft- 
img of them. "Twas the promiſe of God un- 
to His people, in Iſa” 43. 2: When thou paſſeſÞ. 


3 
the Rivers, they ſpall not” overflow" thee. ON 


. Which Text; bleſſed Bilney after his Condem= 


nation fo» ſweetly paraphraſed , ' that his 


| Friends cauſed" the whole Senitence to. be fairs 


ly written on- their Tabs: A people m ay 
be ready. to be ſwallow'd: 0p, by a ſtormy 
gaping ' Ocean 'of Troubles,: .but if God q 


_ with them; they ſhall eſcape Gear of all. Th 


Preſence of God is a Defence, a Refuge to rhe 
people that*are partakers of i it. [t. was ſai 
unto David in-2. Sam. 4. 9. I was viiththe, 
and have cut off, aft thine encriics out of thy Fehr, 
When.God is with a people, He diſtraQts and 
eortfounds their enemies, ang Be. tronb! 
thoſe who trouble them. A people who have 


' God 'with them, are too ſtrong for all the 
| Matic and Power of their enemies; no Ad- 


POO” Oo 


erat 
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verſary, no Deſolation, ſhall make ſuch a peo=" 
e miſerable; they are the Jacob, unto whom 6] 
in Ger. 28. 15. Behold, I am with thee, and I! 1 
will keep thee, ſaith the Lard. fi 
| Thirdly, God is with a people by His Aft | «1 
Tg and Succeeding of them. When Joſhua © Y: 
had a vaſt Undertaking in band, it was ſaid ! 2: 
unto him in Cap. 1. $. Be of good Courage, | p; 
for the Lord thy God # with thee, whither ſoc= | te 
ver thou goeſt, q. d. Grd will Aſſiſt thee, and | # 
ſucceed thee, in thy undertakings. The Pre» | tv; 
ſence of God will catry a people comfortably th 
through all that they take in hand. If they | pi 
have Canaerites to ſubdue ; if they have Er- | »: 
Joyments to obtain or preſerve, the Preſence of | th 
God will proſper them in doing all. It was | tic 
Rid unto Solomen,in 1. Chron. 22. 11. My ſory tic 
the Lord be with thee, and proſper thou, and 4 
$wild the houſe of the Lord thy God. Thus, if of 

- the Lord be with a people, they ſhall proſper ſn 
In all their Afﬀairs ; in every Expedition, they - 
ſhall come off with Satisfattion ; and they * - 
ſhall not miſcarry in any of their Applications. ed 


This is the Preſence of the Lord. Wi 

| | ne' 
i Propoſition. IT. Cie 
+ The Preſence of God with people in Hig cc 


Ourwerd Providence, has a diverſe Foundation \U 
and Continuance from His Preſence with Hi He 
, Feople, in the Covenant of Grace, As tis well [i 


8 _ — eau 
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2}... - © The way t0'Proſperity.: iF 
1] 6bſerved by the great Owen, | in a Diſcourſs 
{* bato the Parliament, Theſe two are to be care- 
fully diſtinguiſhed. We muſt not refle&t on 
«| the Stability of the Vew-Covenant, for what 
« + Yariety and Soveratgnty we'may fee if provis 
df tential Diſpenſations, toward this 'and that 
'» | people in'the world. This matter ſeems de- 
- | termined by David, ' in 2. Sam. 23. 5. Tho" 
d | #ny houſe be riot ſo with God, yet He has made 
foith me an Everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all- 
y things and ſure. David had promiſes for the. 
y | pfofperity of his Houſe 3 He had alfo the ſure 
= | zercies of the Covenant made over to him in 
£ | the promiſes of God. - Theſe promiſes had* 
$ | ow a different Eſtabliſhment; The'Swre mer= 
'g , tres of the Covenant, were unto him tore. ® 
d Abſvlite and Immutable; but the profperity. 
f of his Hoxſe, we find under another Law, and. 
r ſabject unto a dreadful Alteration.” *_ ; * 
y -Tobring theſe things into the caſe beforens... 
y | + God has in the Covenant of Grace, promiſ-" 
7. ed; That He will be with His people; This- 
we read in Heb. 13. 5. He hath ſaid, 1 wit 
never leave thee nor forfake thee. The Alſufii- 
cient God, who is HEE that anſwers oor Ne- 
g ceſſitics, Let them be what they wil); the-. 
» \Unchangeable God, who is H E ſtill, whatever. . 
# He was to the Saints of old ; - this God hack - 
{ {#4 {and how. much better is this Auot?  « 
{ Eir6kc than the beſt Jp/e dixir in the world! 
* 2 mn ondiatc » > __— , 
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He hath ſaid it, and this ] with multipli's | 
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Negatives, im the Original, heaped one upol 

another, 7 will net, 1 will not leave thee, ] will | 
tot; T will not, 1 will not for {ake rhee, Wel), } 
but Gedis not mth a peoplein His outward Pros | 
vidence juſt after the manner thereinobſerved. 1 
-* This Two-fold Preſence of Gd; | 
* Firſt, Ir has a Diverſe Fonr:dation. When) 


we look on the Covenant of Grace, there the} - 


Sins of one are expiated by the Sſſerings of 
another ; and io, God comes to be with His 
people, for whom the Atonement is thus Pro-| 


cured. Thus tis ſaid in 2. Cor. 5. 25: Chrift: * 


was mace jir [_ of a Sin-offering ] for us, that 
We might become the Rigneonſneſs of Goa in 
Him. Now come io outward Providence, and 
there you ſee other meafures taken. HKlere) 
God is n#h a people, zccording to thofe 
Terms, in EZEX. 18. 20. Tre Soul that ſfinneth 
IT ſhall dhe ; one ſhall not bear the Fniquity of 
worher. | Ml 

Agein, It hath a Diverſe Continpance, 
When, we look on the Covenant of Grace, there 
God hath bound Himſelf to be' ich Bis peo-! 
ple for ever;. yea, to ſee that they fhall there- 
fore for ever be with Him, He thete faies av 


in Jer. 32. 40. / will nor turn away from them 19, , 


Ho ther good, but 1 will pat My fear in theis 


hrarts, tuat they ſhall not depart from Me. . 
t 


. i 


Noy come to ow:ward Providenes » and there 
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I | you Tec tis otherwiſe. Ged is with a people 
for a while ; and upon their misbehaviours 
| and provocations, He changes the Tenour of 
»} His Diſpenfations to them. Tis with them, 
”; as it was with that family, in 1. Sam. 2% 
1 3o. 1 ſaid indeed, that thy houſe ſhould walk bea= 
| fore me foriu:r; But row the Lord ſaies, that be 
far from me. 
© :The ſenſe of theſe things will prepare your 
Thoughts for one Concluſion more, which is, 
. Propoſition. I I I. 
| _ . A People muſt be with God, or God will 
Not. be with them... And here alſo, to prevent; 
Miſtakes, Let that one Text be alwates car- 
ricd in our Minds ; Neb. g. 18. Being merci-. 
q ful, thou for ſookeſt them nor; there is Mercy in 
&' the Whole of this matter. Let it be noted, 
e That tho' this Condition ſeems to be impoſed. 
1 -upon us; yet it is Grace, pure Grace, rick 
pf . Grace that helps us, when we are helped un- 
+ to the performance of it. When. a people 
©. -have fo been with God, as that He has been 
£1 "with them, they are to ſhout, Grace, Grace 4 
-" Concetning all. It is alſo to be noted, that 
&*. 'this Berefi dos not depend upon that Con- 
ay dition, as an Efet-upon the real and proper 
#0, :Canſe of it. When a people has been with 
' -God; this does not merir, and ſo procure that 
ſe. .God ſhould be with them 3 bat that is barely, 
- | the Anteceaent unto which, thi is-the Conſe- 
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Having premſed this 1 muſt now afhrm, | 
Goa 15 with you, while you are viith Him. We | 


need only reflett on the People of /ſ-acl, for 


an inſtance of jr. That whole Hiſtory, which . 


aimolt fills the Bible, proclames nothing more 
Than this; it londly declares, That while a 
People are w:rþ God, God will be with them ; 
but that He will be very Terrible in His pro- 
wiaeniial Diſpenſations towards ſuch a people 
as do for ſake Him. 

But, What is it for a people to be With 
GC ? In ſhort, 

Our being With Ged, impiies the Whole of 
our Obedierce to Him . Onr Duty to God 


Muſt be attended, that we may have the Pre- | 


ſence of God. The Whlce of this Duty ts 


compriſcd in that Expreiliru of our being with ' 


zbe Lord. Farticularly the Hebrew Particte 
;L Gnim } in our Text, admits of three Signt- 
lications ; it ſignifies, W/ich, and For, & Like, 


4_ which laſt Sipnificntion | make the more -: 


free withal, becauſe a little Philslogy will ac- 
quaint us with many Exemples of it :, for in- 


ſtance, When David faith in Pſal. 120, 5. / 


o dwell in ( Gnim Bebr. ) the tents of Kedar-; 
A yery great Interpreter tranſlates it fo, / awal 
As the rents of Keaar, i. e& Like the inhabitants 


J 


of the Stony Sun-burnt Arabia; whom in- 


deed I don't Remember David ever was a- 


20mg 1 Oy; a people haye Three 
Things | * 
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Things incumbent on them, if they would en- 
joy the Preſence of God. 

Firft, A People ſhould be with God, by 
Communion [_Wuh ] Him, This tis to be 
With Him; There are Certain meanes of 
Communion between God and us; and theſe 
we muſt be. continually approaching to Him 
Ip. We are iVith God, while we are at Pray 
er before Him ; hence in our Context here, 
it immediately follows, /f you {eek the Lord, 
Hle will ve found of you, While we do ſeek, 
Him, we are wit! Him. The Plalmiſt was 
a. man much in prayer, and therefore he 
could ſay as in Pſal. 73. 23. { am continually 


' with rthee, A people much in Prayer may ſay 


the ſame, MW are continually with the Lord, 


' A people that wiil pray upon all occaſions, a 


people that will pray over ail Buſineſles, a peo 
that will retire into the Mount for Prayer 
(-and Faſting too ) at every turn ; that peo= 


. Þle is with the Lord. And the whole Wor. 


ſkip of God mult be, diligently, graciouſly, 
faithfully frequented by a people that would 


- be with Him. We are nich God, when we 


are at Hs Horſe, A people ſhould ſupport & 
eſteem, and uſe all the Ordinances of God a- 
mong them. The Cc of God bath Hig 
very {pecial Preſence in it; the Name of the 


Church is that in Ezek. 4.3. 35. Jehovah Shame 
naw | OY 
e, mh, he Lord # chere. We ſhould all be tere 


3 co 
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£00, and there give thoſe Encouragements 


w ich are doe-to the Inſtitutions of God ; SO, 


ſhall we be -wit4 the Lord. 

Secondly, A people ſhould be with God by 
Attivity \_ For JHim. To be For God 1s to 
be with God. - It was once the Summons giv- 
en in Exod. 32. 26. Who z 0n the Lords lide? 
And all the Sons of Levi gathered themſelves ; 


they were with God in doing ſo. Tis a Sum» | 
mons given to the world in every Generation, - 


Who 35 0n the Lords fide? They that obey 
the Summons are with the Lord. A people 
full of Contrivances for the Intereſt of God, 


afe m1: Him. A people ſhonld ſet themſelves! | 


£0: advance the Glory of God 3 they ſhopld 
own His 17uths, and His Waycs; and endea- 
vour to draw ail about them into the Ac- 


knowledgement of the ſame. A people. 


ſhould propound the Glory of Sod - as' their 


cheet End and the main Scope of all that they - 


dd ;: and they ſhould think much of no Coffs, 
no /atns, nor (- tao, asa Mariyr once ex- 
preſſed himſelf, tho" every hair oz their heads 
, were a life ) ſhy1ld a Thouſand Lives be dear 
unto them, in the promoting of it . + Then 


are they with the Lord ; they are ſo, when ' 


God can ſay of chem, as in 1/a. 43: 10: 
Ye are my Witnelles, ſaith the Lord, and my [cre 


047! £ 
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| do not walk contrary to Him. God and we 


| 1 «4 
The way to Proſperity. 07. 
Behaviour [_ Like ] Him. To be Like God 
iS to be wich God. They that are with Bim, . 


ſhould be Ore. A people ſhould have the 
ſame Defigns, ' the fame Defrres, which the 
Written Edits of Heaven ccclare to be in 
the bleſſed God; and not only fo, but the 
{fame /ertres too. IS God Zily ? Thus a peo- 
ple ſhould not bear with them that are evil. Ig 
God Kighteons ? Thus a people ſhould abhor 


all- /njuftice and Oppreſſion; Is God Merciful 


Thus a people ſhould be diſpoſed untoal} fair 
aQs of /itry and Kinarcſs, Then they will 


be with the Lord; and, O that the people: 


were ſo with Him ! 
This 1s the 

USE 
to be now made? of what has been delivered... 
 Ler vsall now, Be with Ged, that God may- 
Be with us . I ſuppoſe, whatever elſe we 
arffer in, we generally concur in that wiſh, 1. 
King. 8. 27. Zhe Lord our God be with ns, 4s 
He was with our Fathers, let Him not leave 
#5 nor forſake us. O that we might all as 
much concur 1n an endeavonrous Reſolution, 
fo be with God, as our Fachers were with Himz 
not to leave Him, nor jr ſuke bim. There 1 
as munch of New- Enziland 1n this great Con- 
gregation as can well be reach'd by«the voice 
of exe Agdreis 3 tis indeed, -the beſt- part 0 
o* 0. nas A . New: 


The way to Proſperity: 


New. England, that is, at leaſt Repreſented in [rv 
this Aſſembly. As the great Council at Je- | ha! 
" ruſaler: ſatt near the Temple, thus the whole |Sai 
Convention of the Maſſachuſers, is here come; |litt 
into the Houſe of God this day: Wherefore {ing 
I take the boldneſs to ſay, Hear ye me Aſa, |W 
and all Judah, and Benjamin - The Cheef . | 1f 
Sinner and leaſt Preacher among all your Sons, |T! 
now takes a Liberty to mind you, That lus 
Ged will be with you while you are with Him. |ten 
Now that we may be all of us inſpired with . !Gc 
a Zeal for this great thing this Day, a | 
Let us Conſider, Firſt, wW 
How Deſirable, How Neceſſary a Thing it an 
Is, that we ſhould have God with us. Truly, Joi 
This is the Vnum MNecefſarium of New-Eng= 10 
land | 0 
. Nothing is more Deſreable, for us, than. jm: 
the Preſence of our God, The Jews have a fo 
Fabic of their {anna, That whatever any man fi 
had a mind to taſt, he preſently found in the x; 
Manna a Savour & a Reliſh of it. .It is very ble 
true of this Bleſſed Preſence ;, all manner of 'ty 
Blefir.g5 are enwrapped in it - There is a gr 
multirude of Bleſſings which we are defireous co 
of; bat they are all contained in this com- 
"nes thing - It will give every honeſt or 
an, all that he wants. This will extricate Sl 
u$.our of all our Labyrinths ; This will ſer C 
alt thingF't to rights unong us ; This will ke 
_ _ wonderfully 
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| {wonderfully carry on all the Salvations which 
* {have been begun for us, by the God of our 


| 


Salvations, If Chriſt, it God be aboard, our 
littleVeſſel will nat fink in the gaping, roars 
ing, formidable Waves now toſſing of it , 
Well did the Apoſtle ſay, in Rom. 8. 3r. 
If God be for us , who can be againſt us ? 


\ {Thus, If God be withus, we have Al for 


ivus. One GQD will weigh down more than 
ten Worlds. If we have the Preſence of that, 
\God, Who made and moves the Univerſe by 
a Word; if we have the Preſence of that God, 
Who can Command and Create our Deliver- 
ances, O mojt Happy We ! We may then 
join in ſuch Triumphant Acclamations as that 
ig Pſal. 118. 6. ihe Lord ison my ſide, [ 
,will not fear ;, what can man do unto me? We 
;may then defie, even the Gares of Hell it ſelf, 
#for, Cur metuat hominem homo in -ſinn Dei po+ 
ſitus ? and tho' abroad at this day, The earth 
ts removing, and the Watcrs roar, and are trou- 
bled, and the mountains arc ſhaking , ſplitting, 
tumbling, with the ſwelling thereof; Tho' the 
great and the terrible God be at this Day, 
coming out of Fw place, to make all Evrope a 
ſtage of blood and fire, 2nd make the Natt- 
ons everywhere drink deep of 'the Cp that 
[ſhall make them giddy with ail manner of 
Confuſion & Aſtoniſhment ; Yet WE ſhall be 
helped right early, tor God is in the mia A -- 
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Ada to this; Nothing is more Nertfſary'\ fo 
for us, 'than the Preſence of God. We are |Þi 
undone, thrice, and four times Undane, if (7, 
we have it nor. Methinks' I hear the Al- fir 
mighty GOD with a voice more awful than {us 
thar of the loudeſt Thunder, ſaying over us, |pc 
as in Hef. 9g. 12. Wo 'to them when I depart © 
from them, - And Wotous indeed; we are 
in a moſt wof:l cſtate, if it come to that! W 
How can we endure the mention of it, with- of 
our our moſt importunate Deprecations, O oxr | Ge 
Goa, leave us no: ! We can have a proſpect | La 
of nothing but horrible Diſorders, Agonies ' az 
and Vexations, 'if we loſe the Preſence of our | ſa 
Lord: Wely open to no leſs than a fearful us 
Diltpation, and more than all our late Op- 31 
preſſ-rs would rejo:ce to ſee brought upon us: ' ve 
We have lately been complaining of Burdens, | ha 
that were grievous to us; but I may warn 'a] 
you of our dnger to feel one Burden more, | th 
which will ir, ſinitely exceed them all ; tis \fo 
that in Jer.-23. 33. What Burden? ] wil rit 

even forſake you, ſaith the Lord . Behold a er 
Burden that will {ink us into a bottomleſs A- ' 
by/s of Calamities! This Preſence of GOD, | ou 
This is no leſs than the very Soul of New-Er-' of 
land; Weare acad and gone, if that- with-" an 
draw . When //rael was nimbly enough | z 
polleſſing themieclves of the promiſed Land,” 1, 
which God had BIYEn themluch 2 CHARTER' [- 


for 
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s'\ for; they periſhed in the Attempt ; for in 
e''Deut, 8. 42.' The Lord ſaid, go nor "p, for 
fil am rotamong you. Alas, if we don't in the 
- * firſt place look to this , That God be among 
1 |ws, "We Cannot avoid all manner of Dillap- 
, |pointments, Deſolations. 
t 
e Let us Conſider, Secondly: 
What uncomfortable Symptommes we have had 
- of God's not being with us, It ſeems as if 
r | God had fulfilled that ſad Word on this poor 
t Land, in Deut. 3t. 17. 4 wit! forſake them, 
$ | and many evils ſhall befsl them, ſo that they will 
r ſay in that day, Are not theſe evils come upon: 
1 us, becauſe God is not among us? There is 
- 2 vaſt number of Calamities, which have gi- 
- 'ven us lamentable cauſe to fear , That God 
', | bas forſaken us. Why have we ſuffered ſuch 
n 'a Blaft, both on our 7rade, and on our Corr, 
» that the Husband- man complaines, [ locked 
'$ i for much, and lo, it. came to lutle! and the Ma- 
UP riner complains, I went out full, & came home 
a empty! Tis Becauſe our God us not among us. 
= 'Why have we had Fire after Fire, laying: 
, | our Treaſures in Aſhes? What means the heat 
'-" of this Anger, that Boſton, the moſt noble, 
- and vital Bowel of the Territory. hath with 
ht | a twice repeted Conflagration ſuffered ſuch a 
Loſs of that: which in the Body politis thre 
| jo Slood in as 26) natural ? Tis Ficauſe 
WALL” .5 | PAT 
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our God wu not among us. Why have we had] B 
War aſter War, made upon us by a ©ooltfh | o, 
Nation * Why have the worſt of the Heathen. | gf 
had renewed advantages to diſturb our Peace? | tg 
And why. have ſo many of our Brethren. and ! s 
Neizhbon's been made a prey to the moſt Sa- | 
vage /Aurderers in the world ? Ir is Becauſe | jn 
._ our God #5 not among Hs. Give me leave to th 
+ as in Judp. 6. 12. If the Lord be with us, tc 
y then 1s all this befallen us? But we may F, 
find Humij2ti9n enough to convince us of this | w 
deplorable thing, from what we have endu= yo 
red upon the Loſs of our Government. . She of |} yo 
old ſaid unto our Lord Jeſus, in J-b. 11.21. ; Ic 
Lord, if thoz haaſt been here, my brother had | Pt 
not dyed, So, If the Lord had been here, tis ' G 
pellible we had not Died. If the Lord had ' 
been with vs, would he have made our Wall h 
ſo feeble, that ( as they ſaid of Jeruſalem ) 2: 
the going up of a poor Fox upon it, ſhould break by 
it down? If the Lord had been with us, + 
had all the wild Creatures that paſled by this |] 
Virexard, found ſnch Opportunities to: be | A 
plucking at it? No, Our God would have - d 
kept us, as A vineyard of red Wine; and leſt. 
any ſhould have hurt us, He, ( the Lord) ſc 
would have hype it , night and day. If the , {o 
Lord had bcen with us, had you ever thought, al 
you had ſeen cauſe to Declare, as you have + fic 
lately & juſtly dane, That a Company of abjzig- 
; frwgers 25d made 8 meer Booty of #5? "tag x 


| 
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d- | Had we ever felt the ſore grievances of an ille- 
h , gal & arbitrary Government * No; The God 
7. of Heaven was not wit? that opprefſ '4 people, 
2? | to whom He faid in //a. 1. 7. Your Countrey 
d-! xs deſolate ; your land, Strangers devour it . 
- | What ſhalll fay? It was an Appeal made 
e | in Joel, 1. 2. Hear thu, ye old men, ; bath 
Oo thu been in your dayes ! Ky en fo, I may ſay _ 
7, tothe old men within the hearing of it 4 
y Fathers, You Remember how we we 
s | when God was with us; Pray, was it ſo in 
your dayes, as It bas been in ours ? Were 
f f you viſited with Plague after Plague, in a 
| long Series of heavy judgements, as We your 
F poor Children are ? Surely, They will tell us; 
S God #4 not with us, as He was with them , 
1! Jn all theſe matters, our Caſe may at leaſt 
{ have ſome Correſpondence with has in Luc, 
) 23: 28. He made as though He would havegone ; 
; but they conflrained Him, ſaying, Abiae with us ! } 
Let us Conſfider Thirdly; 

If we are not With God, we ſhall be guilty of an 
 Apoſftaſie, and that under very ſhametal, very 
- direful Apgravations t00. 

We ſhall be'Apoſtates, and O let-ns not be 
ſo, leſt our God ſay, 14 jonl can have no plea 
\ ſure in them. But if we are ſo, we ſhall be of 
all Apoſtates themoſt inexcuſable Let us Cons 
 fider, what Fathers we have had ; they were 

b Goa. 1 may. ſay of 'em as invo. 9. 8. They: * 
- & Pith my God; God;Cthey #: egoneto be fo ſexes 


oy 
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What an unaccountable thing will it be for 
vs, to have that Charatter, which we have 


been ſo much cautioned againſt, 1 here aroſe | 


another generation which knew not the Lard? | 


What? Shall the Grandchildren of 240/es 


tarn [dolaters!? . and. ſhall the Children of | 
Samuel become the Children” of: Belial ?' 


Shall we forget the Hope of our Fathers, . or 
foriake our Fathers Friend? The very 
Graves of thoſe bleſſed men, every Poſt, every 
Stone pon their Graves, is a Witneſs againſt 
us, if we do. ,With diſmal Accents, Me-. 
thinks,” their very Ghoſts, will groan onto 
us, Alas, Is our poſterity come to this ! Nay, 
Abraham would be Ignorant of us, and Iſrael * 
would not. acknowleage us, if we ſhould be 


fo degenerate as to loſe the Preſence of the ? 


Lord. 
Let us alſo conſider, what Warnings we 


have had. It may be faid unto us, as in Jer« 
25. 4 The Lord hath ſent unto you all His þ 


Servants the prophets, This Countrey has ' 
been bleſſed with a nioſt faithful Miniſtry, by. 


which, I ſuppoſe, every Aſſembly in this Ters ! 


titory, has been called upon, to” Be wich &od, 
and to keep with Him. FEfpecially the ger4 | 
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mons which. our ELECTION Shave | ! 


put the Embaſſadours of God upon Preach> | 


ne and Prixzing of; theſe have been fo maſy 
toud #/ — unto us, That we leave Him 
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In them we have been faithfully warned, That 
f] our true Intereſt is Not to Lye anto God, We 
| Have been Warned, That the latter end of 
>| our Miſbebaviours will be Deſtru#ion from the 
.} Lord. We have been Warned, That We 
F| amuſe Repent and do our firſt W, orks, or have 
#| the Candleſtick of the Lord Jeſus removed from. 
;, In a- word, We have been warned 
y from Heaven, That If we forſake our God, 
y He will caſt us off for ever , O miſerable Ye, 
+ | if we do it after all. 


Cr 


Theſe Conſiderations, will not have their 
| ; due Force, unkeſs they expire in a Three- 
; * fold Requeſt, which 1 muſt now lay before 
. you; and1 may juftly affert concerning the 
e? Things contained therein ,* They are not 

Vain Things, they. are Our Life, Wherefore, 
6 Hear ye me, Aſa, and all Judah, © Benjamin 
«., Hear ye theſe things, all ye people of the 
is > Maſſachuſetts)  * 
"w_ Firſt, Let us Return to the Lord, We 
4 muſt Come to Him, if we would Be with 
- Him. We have marvellouſly backſliden 
from our God, but He'calls afier us, Ke- 
try Z back fliding Children, and I will heak 
Jour ackilidings., O that we may all as one 
J man. Reply what is in Jer. 3. 22. Behold, we 
! Ty wnto thee, far thou art the Lord our God! 


f THE 25k that Queſtion, i in Mal. 2. 7. RY 
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ſhall we return? Methinks, t*were an hardet | fa 
Queſtion , Wheriz ſho»ld we not? But, Be- 
hold, We have had a great voice out of the Tem: | 
ple in anfwer thereunts. We have had the | ha 
Elders and Meſſengers of our Churches, ' con- | blz 
vend in aSYNOD, folemnly informing of | ſs 
us, Wherein we ſhall Return. God forbid | Uh 
the Advice of that Synod, ſhould 'only ſerve | tht 
to Convitt us and Condern us, in the Day | 2 
when He ſhall take vengeance on us for out | /# 
Contemning of it. 1hat were dreadfol indeet ! © 
But in Compliazce with it, Let every man Vs: 
ferioufly now enquire of himfelf, What have be: 
1 done ! Mark what I fay, That man who W 
does not fuſpedt himfelf, of having a ſhare V* 
m the Sims which have driven away from ug | Q” 
Li the Preſence of our God ; That man, | may 3 
fafely affirm ir; is one of the principal Trou- 1 
blers of this 1ſrae!; I do without afty Scru- for 
le fay 1 KR, . Thou art rhe man. © Let us all ther C9! 
xamine our ſelves, and ſet upon the Re- \T;o 
forming of our own Hearts and tives, and 'for 
the 'Kenewing of our Covenants with the |: 
Lord. ifer 
indeed, both the Objebts i in which, and !'-' 
the Authors from whom we have endured | [C2 
our Calamities, thoſe are enough to indigi- * 
fate what Si?s they are that have expoſed us | 
thereunto. Let me in twoor three inſtances 'Þ5, 
vic 2 plaid dealing with you; agreeable tomy dps 
i SLation 


rw we w_—_ 
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t | fation here this day. 


. | What have been the O5;c#s in which we 
| have been 2illicted ? Our Fruits have bee 
| blaſted; & were 2h:y not. abuſed in the exceſ= 
fl es of Senſuality I Our LZer:4s have been 
 ! threzr'ned ; end were not T z2y rhe IGols, for 
> | the ſake of whit we have offended GOD, 
7 | and almoſt mth :d all that was Holy, an 
p | Jaft and Good? The moſt happy and eaſy 
4. Government in the world, was changed with 
1 Vs, into what has by the moſt impartial men 
> | been confcfied to have become Intelerable 
Why, Did not men deſpiſe the Be} of Go- 
vernments, and procure uther things to be ſet 
ver them, becauſe they endeavoured to 
make Loggs oi what they before enjoyed ? 
; :Topaſs on, Were we not in tine late unreas 
. *{onable Extortions of the Law, invited tor 
{ \confider, Whether our needlets Multiplica» 
: \tions of Liti 18/0u3 Contentious Law-Szits, 
| Hormerly among{t us, were not a Scarazl thus 
| fcanaſtiled ? Were we not in the late unſuf- 
iferable Injuries, Abuſes, and ExaCions of 
| {them ,, thar under the pretence of the Exciſe 
| arried On Very ON! r2gious Vilianies, Lay up= 
;4en Conlkdering, Wicther the Ad:i:ituge or 
l e's tr of Dr: eb, 'T- (15! fc 5, by the maidtt of 
/ ius, had not once been a Sruxk viirig-biock of our, 


77: «ty | ; 
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Again, What have been the Authors from | £ 
PN ni we have been afflicted? Our Moleſt-' y 
ations have riſen” very - much from Jnatan 

Hands. - And Alas, have we not very much | 

Snjured the Indians? I do not mean, by, © 
taking from them Their Land; For it wary G 
Bardly poſſible they ſhould be more fairly ' 
dealt withal than they have been in that* = 
Particular -; 3 bur by Teaching of them, Our} « 
Vice. We that ſtould have learn'd them to ! 

Pray, have learn'd them to Sin. Endeavors* vw 
for their Converſion have: by many people Þ 
been blown upon'; but there have been wic- IH 
ked Engliſh, who have taughr them ro drink, pl 
yea, and to curſe, and frear; things which 'w 
they knew not the meaning of, till they came Al 
to School unto - ſuch White Pagans as ſome'! a 
that wear the Chriſtian- Livery among our 

felves- And have not we alſo Folowed the Þþ 
Tudians? The Indians are Infamous, eſpecially w 
for Three ScarCalous Qualities: They are / 
Lazy Drones, and love {dleneſs Exceedingly 1 R 
They are alſo moſt impudent Lyars,- and will v 
invent Reports. and Stories at a ſtrange and S$ 
monſtrous rate; and they are out of mea- N 
ſure /n4:/gext unto their Children, there is tl 
no Family. Goverament among them . - But, tl 
O how much do our pe cople Indiant< in every nt 
one of thoſe Avominaile th ings We- muſt: m 
repent of theſe our miſcarriages, or elſe 50d W 
« 0 OO 6 Te? . - - G0G; 
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Ged will take up that Reſolntion concerning 


vs, 1 will ever for ſake them, ſaith the Lord. 


Secondly , Let not Sin be With us, and 
G:d wiil be ſo. Tis the purpoſe of our 
God, in Joih. 7. 12. T1 will nor be with you 
EXCL, pr ye deſtroy tne Accurſed Thing, from a= 
mong yo, Let us then Deſtroy that Accurſe 
6d thing. 

Eſpecially, Let us take heed of the Sns, 
which at this Time, we have a peculiar Diſ- 
pofition to. It was complain'd in Hof. 7. 1+ 
When I would have healed Iſrael, the iniquity of E- 
poraim was diſcovered, It has bin thus, but God 


'will not be With vs, if T ill be thus 


among our ſelves. Our good God, the Lord 


eur Healer, is now Healirs of us : O let us 


not now be impatient patients, left that onr 
bleſſed Phyſirtan deal hardly and roughly 
with us, Jmpatiens egrotus crudelem facit 


Medicur, Let us now no more diſcover. 


Revengefſulneſs "2gainſt them that have deſer= 
ved 1! of us. Let the Law, and nat the 
Sword meaſure ont their due unto them. 
No more diicover an Vath; anh fulneſs unto 
them that have deferyed Well of us. Requite 
them not with Cerſure and Hatred for their 
unwearied pains to preſcrve our Peace. No 
more diſcover a Contempt of the Miniſzers, 
who let themſelves 1. iaithfully to Declare the 

5 2 = Whole 
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whole Co; 1r:i:1 of Gnd; and to Life np their vIIce 
Tize a I+t;1per 117  ſoew 17:9 HS GUY ſins. They 
are ail agrecd ( [ hope ) as one wan to /;v? 
and jc ſtudying of zour Well-fare ; but if 
they are unjuit Hy ill- treated with you, the 
grezt God, whole Meſſengers they are, will 
Take notice of ic, and fay, Te bave aeſ; iſcd 
Ale ! . 

And O let us no more Diſcover ſuch a 
Spiritof Lyivo: as woe have made our ſelves 
worth: y to ber eproved for. We find menti- 
on of en Evil Spirir, that laid in 1. Ng. 
As 122. 7 wil 79 . and / will ve a lying 


ſprivis tn the month of all the prophets, Doubt. 
the {2m Devil has] ben ſuing for a Licenſe 
LO £0 ] Ortg ara be a ant: 52. \ P! rr t 32 the #: nth 
of rear all tre people be:t: 1 would to God, this 
178i were itn a Sorter - Chain / I beſeech you 
Let no: this Land have that Character, A 

{ Co þ 668 EFAMLIPSE 

But of ail cir Errors, There is none of 
$6! £57.22rous ard threar ning Conſequenc 


as Line 0 e%;9 WAICN WE Arc t99 Prone to 

« "{erth into. We zre teo much A 
Cornentizis, and that will foon render vs 4 
Wriiczed anda Enn'd neople. ADivided 
"ana Quarretiome Peopie, Co even {1y to the . 
Al; Night; Lol the us; for He 1s the 


/ 
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| ma! 10" of eur ſeles tothe Tyranny of our own, 


Paſſims, as we have too much done. wh le 
we have been debating aibont the Meaiures 
of another Sb-:ifſon and Refronation in our” 
Yarious Revolutions! I have read of a peo» 
ple with whom it was a Lav, That in C 
Fray, where Swords were drawn, Ii a Child 
did but cry PEACE, they maſt End the: 
Quarrel, or clfe he dyed that ftrook the firſt 


' Vowafrer PEAC E vas named. Be that 


Conliders the Feaveu riſh Paroxyſms which 
this Land is now raging in, through meer 
Miſunderſ tandings about the Alears leading 
td the End wherein we are generally 2greeds 
and how ready we are to treat one another 
Cith fiery Animoſities, had need cry, Peace, 
Peace! with a very freedy importunity . 
For my own part, I conſeſs my felf but @-, 
Child, and among the meaneſt, the ſmal- 
leſf of your Childrs 2 too 5 but yer I am old 
enough to Cry Peace ! and in the Name © 
God | do it. Peace: my dear Countrey-men 5 
Let there be Peace in all our Studies, Peace 
if all our Airs, and Peace notwithſtan= 
ding all our Differences. We cannot avoid 
having cur Difere Sentiments , but Peace! [ 
ſay; O let not our Difſc»ts put us upon Ha- 
tred and Outrage, 4 ad every evil work, I8C 
Has not a little ſurpriſed mee to read in a 
Greek Author, who wrote Fifteen hundred 
: -:& 9 ©: years 


Dy 
% 


+» 


years 290; that in the times long preceding 


bs ,” there was a Tradition ating them, | 
that Europe, and Afiz, and I were 


Iſlands, encompalled by the Occ without 
and beyond which was another as bs Z as They: 

in which ot9er World, were mighty and long 
Uv'd people, inhabiting of great Cities, the 


Iwo greateſt whereof were called, one of | 
them , The Fighting City 5 the other of | 


herd, The Goa!y City. Behold very Aft 
ent Footſteps of the knowledge which the 
old World had of our Am::ica, fome Thott 


lands of years ago. But [ pray, which of | 


them Ancrican Cities, mult New- England 
become Incorporate into? Truly, If we 
are a Fighting, or a Dilzgrecing People, we 
hail not be a Pions ons. We have hitherto; 
ond our ſelves, A Countrey of Puritans; 

beſecch you' then let vs have the wiſdom to 
be firſt pure, then peaccable. Every main ſhould 
count himſelfe liable to follies, & miſtakes, & 


£1; f1ri{:ions not a iew. Are you ſo, or are you: | 


2: ? If yon are or, what do you here. in 
this Lower World, where you can find no 
More of your ovin Attainments ? If you are 
fo, then be patient and pcaceable towards: 
thoſe who ſee not with your eyes Let us 
all condefcend one unto another ; and let no. 
man be in a foaming Rage, if eyery Sheaf 
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; way to unite this people, if it were ſo heed- 


ed as It ought to be. I remember, an inqui- 


' ficive perſon of old, that he might - know 


which was the Bc# Sect among all the Philoſo- 
phers, he asked one and another, and every: 
one ſtil] preferr'd the Set which he was of 
himſelf - But he then asked them, ſucceſs: 


| fively,: Wiich do you rechon the fiext beſt ? and 


they all agreed, that next to their owz, Plato s 


' was the Beſt > upon which, he choſe Thats; 


as . indeed. the. Bejt of all. :Thus, . We all 
have our ſeveral Schemes of things, and every 
man Counts his ow? to be the Beſt; but I 
would ſay to. every. man , Suppoſe your © 
Scueme laid aſide, What woald. you-count. 
the Newt Beſt ? Doub: leſs we ſhould'be of 
One mind as to 1var: And if we could a& 
by the common meaſures of Chriſtianity, we; 
ſhould ,foon be united in it. . O that. we 

could receive-the Word of the Lord. Feſus, in 
2. Cor. 13- 11. Brethren, live in peace, and the 


the God of Love and. Peace ſhall be with you. 


Thirdly. . Let every man do his Part, and 


bs Beſt in this Matter, That God may be with ws. 


Behold, a work provided for all ſorts of men. 
Pardon me, that I firſt offer it unto Tow, 
that are OT may be our S HPEYIOUYS, It was 
ſaid in Hoſ.- 11. 12. Judah ruleth with God. 


When Rulers are with.God, © happy Govern. 
ent! Unto YOU, much —— s 
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I would bumbly addrels this Petiricn, That: 
Your {1-jt work, may be to think on ſore conſiderd 
ableE. cpedient, by which the Prclence of God 
may be ſecured umo as. A little Confultati- 
on may ſoon produce, vi hat all New-England 
may bleis- you ſor. Yea, tisvery much in your. 
Power to Go what may have a Tendency to 
perpetuate the Preferce of God unto the ſucs 
8ecaing Generations, | cannot for bear erm 
the Wiſh of the great Chyrrers in this Ho 
Nourevle Audience, Vrinzm por ertes rerum Do: 
mint majurem Eccltfie & Scholarum euran ſ:ſste 
perent ! May a'godly and a learned Aftaijtry 
be every whers CNEOUr: ged : and no Plane 
#&f70ns AZOWEU T9 live without a good. Mint- 
Fter in thein. May the C:# redne be matntain=- 
ed, ant that River the whilfome ltreams 
-Whereol 3296 maar ag tne City of God, and 
'Þleſt us with 2 priviiedge ebove the: other 
nt-20ings of cur Nation, be kept Running, 
with liives beyond thoſe from the Seminaries 
of Canada or Afexico, may Schools be'coun- 
tenancec, and all good wayes to nouriſhthem 
and {upport them In every Town, be put in 
Execuiion ; you ſhall then probably leave 
the Prefence of God, as a blefled Legacy with 
fuch as may come after you- LI know -not 
whether we do, or can at this Day, labour 
under an lier Symtom, than the too general 
Wang of ECUSSHIOR ig } the Kiſs "g Generation; 


+ Which 
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bw which, if not prevented, will gradually, but; 
ſpeexily, diſpoſe us, to that ſort of Criolian 
Degeneracy, obſerved to deprave the Chil- 
dren of the moſt noble and worthy Europe- 
ans, vihen tranſpiantcd intro Amcrica. The 
Yozxth of this Countrey, are very ſ6.p, = 
early 7ipe 1n their Capacities, above molt i 
the world; and were the Bcnefirs of a Re: 
Itzg1ous 2nd Ingenuons Ec:c.irio: beftowed up- 
on-them, | they would ſoon prove a2 Admis- 
rable Pcoplez ard as we know that Evrg- 
lard afforded the firſt Diſcoverers of America 
| in theſe latter Ages, whatever the Spaniards 
may pretend unto the Contraty; for it may 
| be proved that both Brira;zs and Saxons, did 
inhabit here, at leaſt Tarce or Four hundred 
years before Columbus was' born into the 
world,- which the Amnzls themſelves of thoſe 
times do plainly enough Declare; So our 
little New- England may ſoon produce thent 
that ſhall be Commanders of the grcateſt Gio- 
ries that America can pretend unto. Bur if 
our Toxth be permitted to ron wild 1n our 
Woods, we ſhall ſoon be For ſaty en by that 
; God; Whom our Fathers foll: wed: hither , when 
' je was a land not ſown; and Chriſiia rity; WHICH 
; like the Sin, hath moved ſtill ef ward, UN 
to theſe Goings down of the Sin, wil Retarn 
to the old World again, leaving here, not 
2 New- Jeraſale as Dottor -, oper» 


ws Þ « 
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but a Gog and Magor, as Maſter Mede ſeared 5 
for the laſt of rhe Latter dayes. . Now way 


the God of Heaven, bleſs the Wiſdome and 


Goodnefs of Tour Endeayours, for. the conti- 
nuance of.-His Preſence, with thoſe that may 
rife up in your ſtead, when you ſhall be goze 
z0 be forever with the. Lord. Allow. me to fay, 
ufito the Fathers of this Countrey, what wag 
faid unto the Judges of old, Deal courageonſly, 
and the Lord ſhall be with the good.. q 


- % - 


nd as for Vs, that are and ſhall be Inferiors, 


Fer «s alſo do what we can, That our God may,| | 


be ſtifl among us. We ought al of us humbly 
to lay before our worthy Rulers that Erncous 


\ , Yagement in Ezr. 10 4. Ariſe, for #bis matter bes. 
longs to thee, we alſo will be with thee, be of good, 


courage & do it. Let there be a pablick Spirit in. 
us all, for the good of the whole ; the Rarity & 
Mortality whereofamong us, New. England be- 
wails amony the greateſt of its Calamitics. 


Eſpecially, Let us Pray hard, That God would 


Not leave the Land. It was & Publique Spirit 
which was in that Famous Prince of Orange, 
who was the firſt Captain General of the V- 
nited Provinces ati hundred years ago; and 
the Anceſtor of that Illuſtrious Perſon, whoſe 
glorious Deſign and Service,” we have lately 
with ſo much Unanimity Declared for ; that 
when he was baſcly murthered by the Piſtol of 


8 papilt, Hig dying and only words were, Q. 


up | 
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my God, take pitty of my ſoul, and of this poor 
people. When he had bur one breath to draw- 
in the world His poor people had balf of it ! 
O Ler this poor People have t0 leſs than 
Half our Cares, half our Prayers. Let no 
man ſay, 1 am a ſorry Creature, of what ate 


| count can my prayers be? For Tos that can. 


do little «/ſe but pray, can yer be the inſtru- 
ments of ſaving this poor people, by the Pre- 


-,| fence of the Lord, We find in Amos. 7., 2. 


That a poor Hecrdſman and” Huck ter, kept the 
great God from Leaving of the Land. A 
poor Huſbandman , yea a poor Woman, by 
lively prayers, may do incredibly mucly 
towards the Keeping of our God yet among. 


us. 
And if God be With vs, then His Rod, and 


Staffe, Bis mighty Crook, which horribly: 
breaks the bones of all that it falls upon, will 


1 cruſh and wound al] that ſhal} go to make this 


Wilderneſs, 4 valey of the lhadow of Death 
unto us; and beat away all that may eſlay to 
do us any Harm. So ſhall we be Led and Fed 
among the Sheep of our GOD; He will Re» 
ſtore us, and His Gooarefs and Mercy ſhalt 
fettaw us all our Dayes- 


MANTISSA: 


*Hus have the Words of God . been Calling 
upon us, to beware of Looſing Bis gra- 
cious Preſence, Now the Preſence of God, 
will either go- or ſtay with His Grfpcl 3 -and 
the Principal Danger of New- Ergtand lies in 
iis giving an ill Entertainment unto tha: glo- 
rious Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus. Let us then 
fee wether the //orks of God, have not alſo 
been calling upon us totake heed of that Epi- 


aemical Evil ; and let what has befallen ſome 


of our Neighbours, in our dayes be produced 
as a Warning unto ns to avoid any Contempt 
of that Goſpel, which others have ſmarted for 
the Slighting of. 

I wonld fill the Remaining pages of this ſheet 
with a Diſcourſe terch't from a Reſerved Collecs 
tion of MEMORABLE PROVIDENCES, not 


improper to be produced on this Occaſion. | 


| MATTH. X. 14. 15: | 
 Whoſocever ſha# not receive you, rior hear your. 
Words, It ſhall be more tolerable for S0- 
| dom and Gomorrah in the day of 
Fudgement, than for that City 
To Deſpiſe arid Rejeit the Glorious Goſpel 
of Jeſas Chriſt, is an Evil, than which none 


is more evil ; and yet nothing is more ordi-- 


nary than this extraordinarily Ynful Sin ; 
which Unbelcef may be accounted, as T ertul- 
lian of old eſteem'd lavlatry, the Precipunm 
gimen fdameni geuers, tys grand Crime of 


"em" It 


| 


(2) 

Mankind... £Cow thoughts about the Perſon, 
and the Office, and the Beauty of the Lord 
Jeſus; coxte mt uons Apprehe, nſ109 of Bis Trucks 
and His wayes, and His Ordinances ; theſe 
are the Things whici bring the moſt Signal 
fizry Wratn of God upon the Chilarep of WUtte 
perſwadeav leneſs, The peculiar Coptrover ſy 
of God with man, in the managing of which 
the moſt High God inflicts upon particu! ar 
per ſons, at once a Blaſting on their Eitates, 
and a bB:indn:ſs on their Spirics here, as Che 
Prologue to the Hottelt Fergeance of Etern:l 
fe ig the diſmal vaults of Hel) below, is not 
fo much on the ſcore of all their other Prof a- 
nity & Tniquity, as this one thing, They ſleight 
the Redeemer of th ezr fouis, And this is that 
ning, by which whole Nations & Peoples bring 
ſwife DejiruBion pon themſelves ; thar thing 
for which all the Seals, all the 7rumpers, all 
the /als in the Apecalyr e, have brought in 
the direful plagues of the Almighty vpon the 

ara and the Papal, after the Ruing of the 
Jer wiſh World. he, have maintained @ vile 
Fre 'udice, againſt the Saving and the Ruling 
Hands 5 of a r die oi Aeaiatur, O that, beſides 
the other inzumerable Rebukes of Heaven uP- 
on nd for this /7:4:e/s tn their hear: s, 
the following Inftances of Divine Diſpleaſure 
may awaken us to Take heed of an 6v;6 heart of 
Leveihf, 


 Exzmps 


(3. 
._ ___ Exemple JJ; - 
bi] Mong all the Nations af wild Salva- 
£ ges by which the vaſt Territory of 
New- England mas inhabited, ſcarce 
any was more potent or populous than that of 
'the Narraganſerts. Unto thoſe miſerable Heae 
then was the Goſpel, and a Goſpel without 
charges too, offered by ſome Engliſh preachers 
of ir, but they peremptorily with much af- 
front & contempr refuſed the Glad ridings of 
Salvation by Jeſu Chriſt, preferring their own 
devilliſh Rites & =_ before the New Thing 
tendered unto them. An holy man, then fa- 
mous throughout our r Churches, hereupon let 
fali a ſpeech to this purpoſe, / ſpeak. altogether 
without the Spirit of God, if this nation be not 
ſpeedily & remarkably by eſtroyed. And ſoit 
happened: This Nation, much againſt the ad- 
vice of the more 3ged men among them, en- 
gaged in the late bloody armed Conſpiracy 
with the other Jadians in the Countrey to cut 
off the' Engliſh : in proſecation of which, af- 
ter: they had done many Ads of Hoſtility, the 
Engliſh Army took the juſt provocation in the 
depth of Winter to atiault the ſtrong Fore & 
Swamp jn which was their General Rendez- 
vouz., The Number of our Forces was much 
inferiour unto theirs, but with a wonderful 
Falour, & memcr3ble Succeſs, on our part, the 
-Day was carried againſt the tawny Infidels. 
. Thjr Gz'y was Jaig in Aſhes, two gad twenty 
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- 


| 


is of their Cheef Captain 


vi g olt a Ba | 
> "Coat, told him, He? did not value what he ſaid 
= Jo much as that : and he moreover hindred his 


4+ 
| 5 were kil'd, with we 
know not how many Hundreds or Thouſands 


| of rhe common Indjats ; after which, mor= 


al Sickneſs & horrid Famin purſued the Re- 
mainders of them ; ſo that there are: ſcarce 
any of them that we know of, to be now ſeen 
upon the face of the Earth. : 
| Exemple. I I. 

The Ringleader of the aſt Warr which * 
the Indians afflicted the Engliſh in this Land 
withal, was Philip the Prince of the Wompen- 
oags: That gracious and ' laborious Apoſtle 


- of the Inaians,the Reverend Jobn Eliot, made 
-A Tender of the Goſpel to this Monſter, who 
. | after the Indian mode of joining figs with 


words,” pulling off a Barron on the good man's 


ſubjefts from embracing the Chriſtian Religion 
through a fear which he expreſſed, That it 
might. obſtrutt ſomething of ther Civil abſolute 


gen Obedience to him. Afﬀeer his Invaſion 


*of the Engliſh with ſome unhappy Succels, 


the Hand of God fo fell upon him, as that af- 
ter many Calamities, one of his own Yaſſ«ls 
upon a diſguſt at him, for kiiting an Indian 
who had propounded an Expedient of Peace: 


' with the Engliſh, ran away from him, inform- 


ing our Forces where he was; and they came 
upon him in the Thicket, juſt as he was tet-- 
livg his Counſellours of his Dream the night: 


% 


% 


while he endearoured an Eſcape an Ind; an 
ſhott him thro' the heart, whereof he dycd 
immediately, nor are ay conf? iderable part of bis 
people now to ſen any w!; 7cout of their own place. 


Exem, III, Some time lince there were 
Sundry well diſpofed perſons in Pi gizia, np- 


that they mig'17 enjoy The mMEanes of eternal 
*:1vation, diverſe worthy Minifters were ſent 
from hence unto them, Mr . 45omfen, Mr, 
* Knowlcs, & Mr. James; who after a paſſage fa 
tedious & Eangerouvs as inade them aimoſt 


God. gave them a bleſſed Succeſs of their Labours, 
with a {oving & a liberal Entertainment in the 
| Countrey: Yet it wag no 7 long before the Ru. 
. Jers of the Planiation drove them away by an 
Qrder, Tvat ail ſuch as would not Corj ormtocere 
Pain tiin7s, Which the Confciences 0j j theſe Gentle 
Were knnw? 70 fer pic » ſnonld leave the Countrey 


Indians, who for {ome hundreds of Miles bad 
_ erntred | into a C _ racy CO Ct all fratrers 
th = 12d > 0 dri YeF: zo] rreſſac: e of :be Ergliſh, & 3GO 
a ”_— Weie; P? Aa: enly kill 8 Dy £] E7 atiwves Mo : 
vs A grtevous Aorralii ty by Sickneſs did allo 5 

company the iaid fafa6re, fo that many 12+ 
moved from thence, & many of the RejF #10 1e 
fits & magmnij ied tne Tuſs;ce of Gs, ihus @Uc LY 
irg the Quarrel of His Kef»ſed Gejpel, Finth, 


Toa” 


TE 


$ ** os ( 5 . ' 
before, that tre Er ol:ijh had taken him, and 


* on whoſe afiettionate Letters, full of deſires; 


ſaſpett thezr Cal!t, at length arriucdthere, where. 


by f*ch a diy. Before that black day came, the 


be nd 


